Emily Dickinson-- the Mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven Within 
By J.P. Ladd MD 


Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! 
for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 
Luke 17:21 KJV 


This series of poems reveals Dickinson’s remarkable insights about the mysterious kingdom of 
heaven within. 
An excellent place to start is Poem 679. 


679 


Conscious am I in my Chamber — 
Of a shapeless friend — 
He doth not attest by Posture — 
Nor Confirm — by Word — 


Neither Place — need I present Him — 
Fitter Courtesy 
Hospitable intuition 


Of His Company — 


Presence—is His furthest license — 
Neither He to Me 

Nor Myself to Him — by Accent — 
Forfeit Probity — 


Weariness of Him, were quainter 
Than Monotony 
Knew a Particle — of Space's 


Vast Society 


Neither if He visits Other — 


Do He dwell — or Nay — know I — 
But Instinct esteem Him 


Immortality — 


(Late 1863) 
(Johnson p.336) 


In Poem 679, Dickinson tells us that she is Conscious of a shapeless friend (532) within the 
Chambers of her mind. This shapeless friend is neither Confirmed by Word nor Posture but 
rather through the Hospitable intuition of His Company. This means that, although, there is no 
direct communication from this friend through Words, there is an intuitive knowing of His 
presence. In solving the riddle of the friend’s identity, I believe the shapeless friend is the spirit 
fragment dwelling within the Chambers of Dickinson’s mind. This fragment is a Hospitable 
friend because it is a fragment of God’s infinite spirit, given out of His love to help and guide 
us. We are unaware of this spirit fragment by Place or Word because it is silent (1681,45) and 
communicates through the intuitive mind without Words (420). This spirit’s Presence is his 
furthest license because the indwelling spirit is not allowed to act independently (it has no will 
of its own) without the person’s permission or license. Dickinson’s Instinct (intuition) esteems 
Him to be Immortality because we become Immortal if we listen to this spirit’s leading. In 
addition, the spirit fragment is a part of God and is, therefore, Immortal itself. Notice that the 
letter H is always capitalized when referring to the shapeless friend, as in He or Him, because 
the origin of this entity is God Himself. 

Dickinson was a living testament to Immortality because she had been to that eternal realm 
and testified to its reality with complete certainty, which comes through powerfully in her poetry. 

Immortality is mentioned 41 times in Dickinson’s poetry. Below are some excerpts from 
Emily’s poems about immortality, one of her favorite subjects. 


Immortality Quotes/Excerpts from Poems 


e The Only News I know Is Bulletins all Day from Immortality (827) 
e =Love is life — And life hath Immortality (549) 


e The Soul’s distinct connection with immortality Is best disclosed by Danger Or quick 
Calamity (974) 


e The only secret people keep is Immortality (7748) 


e Eternity’s disclosure to favorites — a few — Of the Colossal substance Of Immortality (306) 
e Behind Me — dips Eternity — Before Me — Immortality — Myself — the Term between (721) 
e Is Immortality a bane, That men are so oppressed? (1728) 

e Death is but our rapt attention To Immortality (7) 


e [stand alive — Today — To witness to the Certainty of Immortality (463) 


e Because I could not stop for Death — He kindly stopped for me — 
The Carriage held but just Ourselves — And Immortality (7/2) 


e Take all away — The only thing worth larceny — Is left — the Immortality (1365) 


e Unable are the Loved to die, For Love is Immortality (809) 


e Yesterday, undistinguished! Eminent Today — For our mutual home, Immortality! (68) 


e Mortality's Ground Floor Is Immortality (1234) 


e Of Immortality who doubts, He may exchange with me (1260) 


To return to the central theme of this chapter, the kingdom of heaven, Poem 420 below 
shows the importance Dickinson placed on intuition, which I have said was the mode of thought 
used by the indwelling spirit to communicate its guidance to the human self. The following two 
verses confirm declare the importance that Dickinson gives to intuition. 


420 
(Two verses only) 
By intuition, Mightiest Things 
Assert themselves — and not by terms — 


(Johnson p.200) 
(Summer 1863) 


Here, Dickinson says that intuition is responsible for the Mightiest Things. Things like the 
“eureka moment” of an idea, the inner conviction that God is real, or the silent leading of God’s 
spirit in our lives. We usually assign less importance to intuition than rational thought (by 
terms), but Dickinson turns that notion on its head. 


Next, in Poem 1681, we continue with Dickinson’s intuitive awareness of the kingdom of 
heaven within: 
1681 


Speech is one symptom of Affection 
And Silence one — 
The perfectest communication 


Is heard of none — 


Exists and its endorsement 
Is had within — 
Behold, said the Apostle, 
Yet had not seen! 


(Johnson p.686) 
(1880) 


In Poem 1681, Dickinson gives us a riddle by asking what is within us, has Affection 
toward us, communicates with us, is Silent (45), and has its endorsement within? The answer 
is— the indwelling spirit. God’s spirit fragment dwells within our supra-conscious minds (670, 
532) and is Silent. It communicates with us through Silent intuitive guiding, and the 
communication is heard of none. (This same idea was alluded to in Poem 679 above.) This 
spiritual endowment has Affection toward us because it is a gift from God and is an expression 
of His love for us. The communication is perfect because it hails from God, and God is 
perfect. 

The spiritual realm is not anywhere in the outer world. “Neither shall they say, Lo here! Or, lo 
there! For, behold, the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21). It is located within 
consciousness (370, 532). Intuition is a result of the spirit’s influence on our minds. Without a 
spiritual endowment, we would have no intuition, and no great masterpieces in literature, art, or 
music. There would be little or no creative progress in any endeavor. A computer could never 
formulate Einstein’s theory of general relativity starting from Newton’s laws. It requires a leap of 
imagination into the infinite unknown. Einstein’s solution is not accessible through mechanical 
logic alone. Reason needs the assistance of the intuitive mind. 

Everyone has probably had the experience of hearing a “still little voice” within, telling 
them to do one thing or another, and if they obey, they find that the “voice” is always right. That 
silent (1681) voice is the indwelling spirit from God. Another example of communication heard 
by none is when a new idea or answer pops into our mind seemingly from out of nowhere. 
(Sudden leaps often occur after a long gestation of rational struggle with a problem.) Those leaps 
come from the spiritual domain—By intuition, the Mightiest Things Assert themselves! (420) 


Computers will never have intuition because they are machines and are incapable of having 
a spiritual endowment. Therefore, they will never have imagination or be creative in the way 
human beings are. 

The poem's last two lines,“ Behold, said the Apostle but had not seen,” are related to the 
kingdom concept. The Apostles were often bewildered, as we are, by Jesus’ teachings, especially 
the kingdom of heaven (Mark 8:21). The Apostles persisted in attaching their old concepts of the 
kingdom, a physical restoration of David's throne, to the new spiritual teachings about the 
kingdom of heaven within. The Apostles found themselves exclaiming, “Behold, the kingdom of 
God is within you.” (Luke 17:21) or “Repent, the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2) 
without understanding (had not seen) that the kingdom of heaven was within consciousness 
itself. However, it is clear from Dickinson’s poem that she did understand. The Apostles’ 
confusion is similar to that of Nicodemus, a wealthy follower of Jesus who could not understand 
what Jesus meant when he said, “You must be born again” (John 3:7) to enter the kingdom. 
Nicodemus took the words literally and could not understand how he could be born from the 
womb a second time. He did not understand that being “born again” was an allusion to spiritual 
rebirth, not physical. He was stuck on the physical level of understanding. (The three levels are: 
physical/mental/spiritual or said another way: matter/mind/spirit.) 

Poem 370 makes the connection between the mind (consciousness) and the divine realm, once 
again. 


370 


Heaven is so far of the Mind 
That were the Mind dissolved — 
The Site — of it — by Architect 


Could not again be proved — 


‘Tis vast — as our Capacity — 
As fair — as our idea — 
To Him of adequate desire 
No further ‘tis, than Here — 


(Johnson p.176) 
(1862) 


Dickinson says in Poem 370 that Mind (consciousness) is the portal to the spiritual realm, 
namely Heaven. Heaven could not be found if not for the reality of the Mind or consciousness. 


The kingdom of Heaven within exists at the intersection of the spirit and the mind. This nexus is 


a gateway to a dimension of reality that we have only just begun to explore. The poet reminds us 
that the only thing necessary to enter the kingdom of heaven is one’s adequate desire. It is ours 


for the asking. 


Poem 945 continues to describe the inner dynamics of this mysterious kingdom. 


(Late 1865) 


945 


This is a Blossom of the Brain — 
A small — italic Seed 
Lodged by Design or Happening 
The Spirit fructified — 


Shy as the Wind of his Chambers 
Swift as a Freshet's Tongue 
So of the Flower of the Soul 


Its process is unknown. 


When it is found, a few rejoice 
The Wise convey it Home 
Carefully cherishing the spot 


If other Flower become. 


When it is lost, that Day shall be 
The Funeral of God, 
Upon his Breast, a closing Soul 
The Flower of our Lord. 
(Johnson p.443) 


In Poem 945, the small italic Seed lodged in the brain, or mind, is the indwelling spirit. If 
we wholeheartedly desire to do God’s will, we “die to ourselves,” and the Spirit Seed falls into 
the soil of the material self, where it Blossoms. The Blossom is the Soul, the fruits born of the 
Spirit Seed, the Soul is the Spirit fructified. 


When the Seed is found, it brings great joy to the few who are Wise and convey it Home. 
The wise rejoice because they recognize the immense value that this small italic Seed 
represents. Jesus taught two parables about the great value of finding the kingdom of heaven— 
the parable of the treasure in the field and the parable of the pear! of great price (Matthew 13:45- 
46). The indwelling spirit Seed is valuable because it contains a person’s potential for future 
spiritual growth. It is also the secret to immortal life (679). The process is unknown because its 
workings are a mystery known only to God. If the spiritual Seed is lost, it is the Funeral of God, 
the death of the Soul. Without the indwelling Spirit, there can be no Soul. The Spirit and the 
Soul are two separate entities. The Spirit fragment is a Seed of potential, while the Soul is the 
actual growth and development of that potential within the human being. A person genuinely 
connected to God is a growing, changing person, as the fruits of his spirit continue to appear 
throughout his lifetime. 

Next, in Poem 670, Dickinson continues examining the relationship between the mind and 
the Spirit. 


670 


One need not be a Chamber — to be Haunted — 
One need not be a House — 
The Brain — has Corridors — surpassing 


Material Place — 


Far safer of a Midnight Meeting 
External Ghost 


Than an Interior confronting — 


That Cooler Host. 


Far safer, through an Abbey gallop, 
The Stones a'chase — 
Than Unarmed, one's a'self encounter — 


In lonesome Place — 


Ourself — behind ourself, concealed — 


Should startle most — 


Assassin hid in our Apartment 


Be Horror's least. 


The Body — borrows a Revolver — 
He bolts the Door — 
O’erlooking a Superior Spectre — 


Or More — 


(Johnson p.333) 
(Autumn 1862) 


Poem 670 playfully compares an External Ghost to an Interior Host. One is an 
Externally located spirit, and the other is an Internally located spirit. A Host, in Christian 
terms, is a holy piece of bread representing divinity. Therefore, an Interior Host is something 
sacred within us, like the indwelling spirit. On the one hand, the External Ghost Haunts the 
Chambers of a House, while the Interior Host Haunts the Corridors of the Brain, or more 
accurately, the Corridors of the Mind (532). Putting it together, Dickinson is saying that an 
External spirit is called a Ghost. An Interior Host, however, dwells within the Corridors of 
the mind, exactly what the indwelling spirit fragment does, it dwells within the superconscious 
mind.! Dickinson is repeatedly revealing the reality of the indwelling spirit! 

The poet then explains that it is far safer to meet an External Ghost than to confront an 
Interior Host. This is because meeting Ourselves behind Ourselves Concealed would startle 
us more than meeting an External Assassin hid in our Apartment. It is easier to defend oneself 
against an External enemy than an Internal one. Moreover, the poet thinks it would be more 
frightening to have an Assassin lurking within oneself than outside oneself. The Interior Host 
determines our eternal life while the External Assassin decides only our temporal life in the 
flesh. 

Next, the poet writes that it is Prudent to carry a revolver and bolt the Door against an 
External combatant. But, she says, even as we are bolting that Door, there is a Superior 
Spectre O’erlooking us from above (within our supra-conscious mind). Therefore, since the 
Superior Spectre is O’erlooking us from within our supra-consciousness, we cannot bolt the 
Door to keep it out. It goes with us wherever we go. It is a funny image. 

Dickinson constantly switches back and forth between the external material level and the 
internal spiritual level of meaning. 


1 100:5:6 (UB) If one is disposed to recognize a theoretical subconscious mind as a practical working hypothesis in the otherwise unified 
intellectual life, then, to be consistent, one should postulate a similar and corresponding realm of ascending intellectual activity as the 


superconscious level, the zone of immediate contact with the indwelling spirit entity... 


A man or woman is not a complex machine. Each individual is endowed with and exalted by 
a spiritual inheritance from God. Each person is, in potential, an immortal son or daughter of the 
living God. 


Next, consider Poem 911. 
911 


Too little way the House must lie 
From every Human Heart 
That holds in undisputed Lease 


A white inhabitant — 


Too narrow is the Right between — 
Too imminent the chance — 
Each Consciousness must emigrate 


And lose its neighbor once — 


(Johnson p.430) 
(Early 1865) 


In this poem, the white inhabitant with an undisputed Lease is the indwelling spirit that 
inhabits the supra-conscious mind (670,532) and leads the Human Heart in the ways of divine 
wisdom and love. 

The Lease is undisputed because God Himself gave it to us, and no one can take away what 
God has given. The inhabitant is white because it is holy and pure. It comes from God. The 
spirit is Too little way from our hearts until we choose God’s will, making it one with our 
hearts. The kingdom of heaven comes into existence whenever God’s will is enthroned in the 
heart of a believer. 

God’s spirit indwells us, it is an inhabitant because it is a /iving entity that dwells within us. 
It inhabits the supra-conscious mind. Finally, the indwelling spirit fragment is on Lease from 
God because it is ours during life. The Lease ends at death unless we choose God’s way during 
life. If we don’t, dust returns to dust, and spirit returns to spirit. It is always our choice. 

The poet refers to the spirit within by various names: the white inhabitant, the Cooler Host, 
the italic Seed, the Blossom of the Brain, the Interior Host, and the shapeless friend. Other 
names to be discussed are Creature of Heavenly Love, Quiet Fairy, and Emperor of Men. 


Next, consider Poem 1286. 


1286 


I thought that nature was enough 
Till Human nature came 
But that the other did absorb 


As Parallax a Flame - 


Of Human nature just aware 
There added the Divine 
Brief struggle for capacity 


The power to contain 


Is always as the contents 
But give a Giant room 
And you will lodge a Giant 
And not a smaller man 


(Johnson p.561) 
(1872) 


In Poem 1286, Dickinson gives us the three levels, or dimensions, of a human being. First 
comes nature, which is the material-biologic foundation; then comes Human nature, which is 
the Human mind superimposed on the physical foundation; and finally, Divine nature, which is 
then superimposed on the human mind. Three levels: Matter/Mind/Spirit. 

This idea follows the three-level model of reality previously discussed. The physical senses 
register the sensory facts of our existence. The mind recognizes patterns in those facts and 
formulates meanings and ideas. The indwelling spirit evaluates those ideas on a scale of value 
according to our ideals, which have a spiritual origin. Ideas are a function of the mind. Our ideas 
about God are not as crucial as our ideals inspired by knowing God. Uniformity of ideas is not 
essential or even desirable, but unity of ideals is fundamental to a community of believers. 


A shorthand way to represent the three levels of reality (1286) is Facts/Meanings/Values: 
Matter/Mind/Spirit: Facts/Ideas/Ideals.7Each level represents a dimension or level of reality. 
Each level takes up into itself the level below. For example, an opinion incorporates but goes 
beyond the lower-level facts on which it is based. Einstein’s general relativity takes Newton’s 
laws into itself but goes beyond them to a new level of understanding and a broader range of 
applicability. Newton’s laws remain valid, but only within limits. No merely logical operation 
could have transformed Newton’s laws into Einstein’s laws. It required intuition and imagination 
to leap where no logical path existed. It needed a spiritual influence on the mind to jump into the 
infinite unknown. A computer could never discover such a new theory. Einstein said that 
imagination was the most essential tool of discovery. 

To return to the poem, the evolution (non-Darwinian) of the animal brain transforms animal 
nature into Human Nature with a more advanced self-aware mind. Self-awareness is required 
for moral choices, and qualifies a human being for a spiritual endowment. This three-level 
organization makes for a fully functional human being: Body/Mind/Spirit. When matter is 
complex enough, it is suddenly endowed with life. When the brain becomes complex enough, it 
is suddenly endowed with a self-aware mind, capable of moral choice, a mind which is capable 
of being endowed with spirit. The hierarchical evolution of a human being results from sudden 
non-linear changes from previous levels to new levels. Matter suddenly endowed with mind. 
Mind suddenly endowed with spirit. These sudden bursts are superimposed on long periods of 
slow preparatory growth. This idea of “Punctuated equilibrium” is a similar to that proposed by 
Stephen Jay Gould in the field of evolutionary biology. 

Dickinson says that there is a Brief struggle for capacity when the spirit vies with the 
material self for dominance. The will decides the battle (361). 

Finally, Dickinson says that if we give a person’s spirit room to develop, a true Giant (600) 
will result, rather than a lesser or smaller man. In other words, if we teach humans that they are 
material machines with no intrinsic purpose, their spiritual and intellectual growth is stunted. On 
the other hand, if we teach our children that they are made of stardust and endowed with a spark 
of infinity—they blossom and grow like a flower toward the sun. 

Next, consider Poem 45. 


45 


There's something quieter than sleep 
Within this inner room! 


It wears a sprig upon its breast — 


2 100:4:4 (UB) In physical life the senses tell of the existence of things; mind discovers the reality 
of meanings; but the spiritual experience reveals to the individual the true values of life. ... If you love 
your fellow men, you must have discovered their values. 


And will not tell its name. 


Some touch it, and some kiss it — 
Some chafe its idle hand — 
It has a simple gravity 


I do not understand! 


I would not weep if I were they — 
How rude in one to sob! 
Might scare the quiet fairy 


Back to her native wood! 


While simple-hearted neighbors 
Chat of ‘Early dead’ — 
We prone to periphrasis, 
Remark that Birds have fled! 
(Johnson p.25) 


(Spring 1859) 


In Poem 45, we are given another riddle to solve: What is quieter than sleep, is located 
Within an inner room, has simple gravity, is like a quiet fairy, and can be represented by a 
Bird? The indwelling spirit is the answer again. It is within us and is quieter than sleep because 
it is silent (7681,45). We are unaware it is there. It guides us by way of our intuitive mind without 
words. It has simple gravity because it links us to God and immortality; therefore, it is of grave 
importance. It doesn’t tell its name because it has no personal identity. It is an impersonal spirit 
fragment without an independent will, personality, or identity. It is a guide at our request, and it 
is separate from the personal self that it serves.* Lastly, the inner spirit is like a quiet fairy 
because it is a supernatural entity with mysterious powers. 

The last stanza states that simple-hearted neighbors chat of those that die early, but those 
who are prone to speaking in a roundabout way (periphrasis) say instead that Birds have fled. 
The word “Bird“ is used here as a symbol of the soul. Therefore, Birds have fled means that the 


3 

112:0:1 (UB) You have been endowed with a perfect guide; therefore, if you will sincerely run the race 
of time and gain the final goal of faith, the reward of the ages shall be yours; you will be eternally 
united with your indwelling Adjuster. 


spirit or soul has departed from those who die early. Putting it all together, the answer to the 
riddle, then, is the indwelling spirit because it is quieter than sleep (we are not aware of its 
presence), lives within an inner room of the supra-conscious mind, has a simple gravity of 
great importance, can be represented by a Bird that flies away at death, and is of supernatural 
origin like a quiet fairy. 


532 


I tried to think a lonelier Thing 
Than any I had seen — 
Some Polar Expiation — An Omen in the Bone 
Of Death's tremendous nearness — 


I probed Retrieverless things 
My Duplicate — to borrow — 
A Haggard Comfort springs 


From the belief that Somewhere — 
Within the Clutch of Thought — 
There dwells one other Creature 


Of Heavenly Love — forgot — 


I plucked at our Partition— 
As One should pry the Walls — 
Between Himself — and Horror's Twin — 


Within Opposing Cells — 


I almost strove to clasp his Hand, 
Such Luxury — it grew — 
That as Myself — could pity Him — 


Perhaps he — pitied me — 
(Johnson p.260) 
(Summer 1863) 


In Poem 532, the poet starts by trying to imagine the loneliest thing. She feels that a 
Haggard Comfort springs from the belief that Somewhere, Within the Clutch of Thought, 
there dwells one other Creature of Heavenly Love forgot. The indwelling spirit is a living 
entity, or Creature, sent from Heaven to guide us in the ways of God’s Love. This divine gift is 
usually unappreciated, unused, and forgotten. 

The spirit fragment resides in the supra-conscious (670) mind. Consequently, it is within the 
Clutch of Thought (the conscious mind). The indwelling spirit is a separate, non-personal (45) 
living entity within us, and there is a separation between the human self and the indwelling spirit. 
Dickinson tells us that she Plucked at the Partition between herself and this spirit to try to pry 
the wall of separation apart. After sufficient spiritual progress, the human self fuses with the 
spirit, and there is no longer any partition between the human and divine will. The two become 
one.’ Dickinson continues to reveal profound truths. 

Next, we will consider Poem 674. 


674 


The Soul that hath a Guest 
Doth seldom go abroad — 
Diviner Crowd at Home — 


Obliterate the need — 


And Courtesy forbid 


A Host's departure when 
Upon Himself be visiting 
The Emperor of Men — 
(Johnson p.335) 


(Summer 1863) 


Poem 674 speaks of a Divine Emperor who is a Guest that visits Upon the Soul at Home. 
Dickinson asks, “Why go out when one has a Diviner Crowd at Home?” 

The riddle this time is: Who is this Emperor of Men that visits Upon our Soul, is a Guest, 
and is Divine? God bestows His spirit fragment upon all Men and women during life. Therefore, 


4 


116:7:5 (UB) Human beings are capable of making an everlasting self-identification with total and 
indestructible universe reality— fusion with the indwelling Thought Adjuster (spirit fragment). 


this spirit can be said to be visiting Upon them because, at death, the spirit parts ways with them 
if they have rejected God during life. 

God is the King and Emperor over and above all domains. Therefore, a fragment of God’s 
Divine spirit is an Emperor visiting Upon each person. The Emperor of Men is the spirit 
fragment that hails from the infinite God, a gift that exalts the origin and destiny of every human 
being. 

The poet is exquisitely conscious of the divine world around and within her, which may 
explain, at least in part, why she was so reclusive. She was happy at home with her Diviner 
Crowd. She was alone, but not alone. 

Consider Poem 451. 


451 


The Outer — from the Inner 
Derives its Magnitude — 
'Tis Duke, or Dwarf, according 


As is the Central Mood — 


The fine—unvarying Axis 
That regulates the Wheel — 
Though Spokes — spin — more conspicuous 


And fling a dust — the while. 


The Inner — paints the Outer — 
The Brush without the Hand — 
Its Picture publishes — precise — 


As is the inner Brand — 


On fine — Arterial Canvas — 
A Cheek — perchance a Brow — 
The Star's whole Secret — in the Lake — 
Eyes were not meant to know. 


(Johnson p.216) 


(Late 1862) 


The main point of this poem is that Outer reality is born from the a//-important Inner 
world. Therefore, external Eyes alone cannot reveal the Secrets that lie deep inside a Star or, by 
analogy, a human being. There is mystery lurking in the depths of every human soul. The Inner 
part contains the mystery, not the Outer. 

The central Inner mood determines whether one is a Duke or a Dwarf. The Inner Axis 
regulates the Outer Wheel, even though the Spokes and dust from the Outer Wheel are more 
conspicuous. The spiritual dimension is within, and the spiritual domain is the ultimate reality. 
God gives origin to the external material world through His will. God is spirit. Spiritual reality 
gives birth to material reality. The spiritual domain determines the origins and destinies of all 
things and beings. 

Next, consider Poem 324. 


324 


Some keep the Sabbath going to Church — 
I keep it, staying at Home — 
With a Bobolink for a Chorister — 
And an Orchard, for a Dome — 


Some keep the Sabbath in Surplice — 
I just wear my Wings — 
And instead of tolling the Bell, for Church— 


Our little Sexton — sings. 
God preaches, a noted Clergyman — 
And the sermon is never long, 
So instead of getting to Heaven, at last — 
I'm going, all along. 
(Johnson p.153) 
(1858) 


I will finish this chapter with Poem 324 above, which sums up Dickinson’s attitude toward 
the institutional religion of her day. She starkly contrasts it with her religion of personal spiritual 


experience. The two sides of religion, the inner and the outer (451), often co-exist and 
complement one another. However, Dickinson felt threatened by Calvinism. She reminds that 
God is present anywhere and anytime the heart desires, in the kingdom of heaven within. 


In summary, the human Gospel about Christ inspires worship, while the Gospel of Jesus 
calls us to live a life of faith and prayer in pursuit of God’s will. We have been equipped with 
God 8 spirit to guide us. It is the kingdom of heaven within. 


The spirit’s origin is infinity, and its destiny is eternity. Man has been taught to feel small 
and inconsequential, an afterthought of the universe. However, the universe is specifically 
created and designed for him. He is critical to God’s transmutation of stardust into immortal 
souls. 


*Footnotes are from the Urantia Book, Published 1955 by Uversa Press. Reference numbers in 
blue are linked to the book for further in-depth reading if desired. 


**This Paper is an excerpt from Emily Dickinson: Poet and Prophet, “My Message must be 
told!” Xulon Press 2023 by J.P. Ladd MD 


*** Numbers in parentheses are the Johnson Numbers of Dickinson Poems that are related to the 
discussion. 


